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The exhibit, open through May 12 at the Children’s Museum in Portsmouth, has nine activity stations where kids – and their parents – can play with the classic wooden Tinkertoys.
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A CHILDREN’S MUSEUM exhibit

builds more of a following with
the young at heart than the young
By Amanda Lynn David
Correspondent
PORTSMOUTH

THE ATER RE V IE W | ‘ THE OD D CO UPL E’

Familiar comic chestnut
still can elicit laughter
By Mal Vincent
The Virginian-Pilot

34th season. The classic play
is still funny. It’s still universal, even if it is overly familiar to anyone who hasn’t been
on the moon for the past few
decades.
A hit Broadway play in 1965,
“The Odd Couple” made author Neil Simon the king of
comedy. A 1968 movie starring Jack Lemmon and Walter Matthau followed. So did
a five-year TV series starring
Jack Klugman and Tony Randall. And a movie sequel. And
a female version rewritten by
Simon. Locally, it was a mainstay of the dinner-theater era.
Everyone from Virginia Beach
Little Theater to all the other big little theaters has produced it again and again. But

The most universal comedies are grounded in conflict.
No conflict is more universal than the neat-vs.-sloppy
battle. As I sit at a paper-cluttered desk that some say is a
fire hazard but I maintain is
merely the product of rushedbut-organized work, I can’t
help but cheer the latest visit
of my hero, Oscar Madison.
A man after my own heart,
Oscar is one-half of the titular team in “The Odd Couple,”
the classic guy-comedy about
two divorced men – one neat,
one messy – who disastrously attempt to occupy the same
apartment. It has returned as
the closing selection of the
Virginia Stage Company’s See THEATER, BACK PAGE

if you go
What “The Odd Couple,” directed by
Patrick Mullins for the Virginia Stage
Company
Where The Wells Theatre,
108 E. Tazewell St., Norfolk
When 7 p.m. Tuesdays, 8 p.m.
Wednesdays through Saturdays, with
matinees at 4 p.m. Saturdays and
2 p.m. Sundays through April 21
Cost $38 to $55 with $15 same-day
rush tickets for military and students
More info 627-1234, www.vastage.
com

Step into the sun-filled lobby of the Children’s
Museum of Virginia, and you’re greeted by the
energetic sounds of train horns, the blaring of
whistles and the laughter of children.
Step into the temporary exhibit, “Tinkertoy:
Build Your Imagination,” and you’re met with
a more inquisitive picture.
This exhibit is strangely quiet.
No one here is eagerly extinguishing pretend fires, playing dress-up on stage or dancing in front of a colorful projection screen. Instead, children sit and build with Tinkertoys
or plan out their designs using pencils and paper or computers.
For adults raised on Lincoln Logs and Etch-aSketches, nostalgia is thick in the room. Parents
are reminded of their own childhoods, of hours
spent piecing together the wooden sticks and
wooden spools into three-dimensional objects.
Children, however, tend to gravitate toward
the exhibit’s computer screens instead of actually playing with the colorful pieces of wood.
Fun has evolved.
See CHILDREN’S MUSEUM, BACK PAGE

if you go
What “Tinkertoy:
Build Your
Imagination”
exhibit at the
Children’s Museum
of Virginia
Where 221 High
St., Portsmouth
When Through
May 12
Cost $11 for ages
18 and older; $10
for ages 2-17,
military and senior
citizens; free for
children under 2
More info
www.childrens
museumva.com

gab bag
happy
b’day
to
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Salman Rushdie

horoscopes

“She was very considerate, and, surprisingly, touchy-feely.”

IF YOU WERE BORN TODAY
Relationships of all kinds blossom over
the next 10 weeks. You’ll cash in on an
investment in March and July. You’ll
accept a stellar offer in October.

The author spoke of Margaret Thatcher after her death Monday. The
British prime minister supported him when he was forced into hiding.
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CNN’s ‘The Point’

PARDON ME, SHE
MAKES HOW MUCH?

Well, that was brief

Judge Judy Sheindlin and CBS Television
Distribution said Monday that the feisty former
New York state judge has
signed on for two more
years of “Judge Judy.” It
is one of the top daytime
TV shows, seen by roughly 10 million people each
episode.
The new deal extends
her contract through 2017,
giving her 21 years on the
air. Sheindlin, who is 70,
gave no indication that
she has plans to retire or
whether she is getting a
raise from her reported
$45 million annual salary.

local star

Meghan
Schmidt, 13,
Portsmouth

national
stars

COURTESY OF CNN

WE’LL GET TO THE POINT quickly: CNN’s new primeNixon
Playboy
magazine
founder Hugh
Hefner is 87.
Country singer
Hal Ketchum
is 60.
Actor Dennis
Quaid is 59.
Actor Mark
Pellegrino
(“Dexter”) is
48.
Actress
Cynthia Nixon
is 47.

time talk show is gone after a week.

BANDING TOGETHER
FOR CHARITY

CNN described “(Get to) The Point” as a one-week experiment in the 10 p.m. time slot. It featured Donny Deutsch
and panelists chewing over the day’s news. But the Nielsen
Co. said it averaged 268,000 viewers last week, or fewer
than the 446,000 the network reached in March with a rerun of Anderson Cooper’s newscast from two hours earlier.
It took less than a week for the show to be mocked by
Comedy Central’s Jon Stewart. CNN wasn’t commenting
Monday on reports that it may revive “Crossfire.”
That political debate show left the air in 2005 – after being criticized by Stewart.

Actress Halle Berry and
fashion designer Michael
Kors announced a philanthropic campaign Monday called Watch Hunger
Stop that includes raising
money through the sale
of a version of Kors’ Runway watch. For each $295
watch sold, 100 meals will
be provided to children
through the U.N. World
Food Programme.

– The Associated Press

doonesbury

Apparently,
CNN is taking
its cues from
Comedy
Central’s Jon
Stewart.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You are wary of
doing things that you expect the public will
find impressive, because you don’t seek
attention or reputation. It’s more important
that you quietly serve your key people.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20). When you talk
about what you’re doing, sometimes you
don’t sound so enthusiastic. How can you
drum up more enthusiasm?
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You can’t control
how other people take your words. When
what you say inspires an unintended
consequence, you’ll suddenly find yourself
on an interesting ride into the psyche of
another.
CANCER (June 22-July 22). The feeling that
your options are limited brings on a selffulfilling state that is far from the truth.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Sometimes it feels like
you never get a break. Instead of waiting
around, give yourself the break you need.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Try to envision
the long-term picture for every decision
you make today. Short-term gains may feed
something shallow and immediate while
starving a deeper part of you.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Those who have
a reputation for being difficult may have
cultivated that perception for a long
time, but you’ll break through it with your
kindness and attention to detail.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You don’t mind
if another person wants to take charge,
unless the task has already been assigned
to you. It’s only because you make it seem
so fun that they can’t help but rush in.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Loose,
lingering and meandering connections will
bring you joy.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The
menacing creatures of the woods usually
come with sounds to match their nature.
But in the civilized world, the ones to watch
out for may have enticingly smooth tones.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Pushing to
the edges of your comfort zone is favored
today, but crossing into territory deep
beyond them won’t help anyone, least of
all you.

By Garry Trudeau

Actor Jay
Baruchel
(“Knocked
Up,” “Tropic
Thunder”) is
31.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You are playful
and fun, but you will stay on task all the
same.

Actress Kristen
Stewart
(“Twilight”)
is 23.

– Holiday Mathis

Singer Jackie
Evancho is 13.

whatzit answer
Fall over backwards

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

At some
activity
stations,
guests
can use
Tinkertoys
to re-create
toys such as
race cars,
windmills and
buildings.

TOYS BRING BACK MEMORIES
Continued from Page 1

Local resident Nicole Carroll recently brought her family to the museum to celebrate son Marley’s fifth
birthday.
Marley was captivated, not by
the intricate engineering involved
in building a Tinkertoy skyscraper, but from a burping cartoon in
one of the museum’s permanent
exhibits.
In the exhibit, a painting shows a
cartooned woman holding a bottle of
soda. Guests are prompted to push
a small white button.
When the button is pushed, a cutout in the cartoon’s chest representing the esophagus lights up, and a
loud belch bellows from the speaker. It’s the ageless kind of humor
that kids love.
“He’s obsessed with this exhibit,”
Carroll said of Marley. “He’s been
pushing that button over and over

again just to hear the burp!”
Carroll remembers playing with
Tinkertoys as a child, but her offspring found intrigue elsewhere.
Even their mother, at times, couldn’t
resist the lure of high tech.
“I haven’t seen anything like this
at Chuck E. Cheese’s,” Carroll said
as she drew her name on a computer
screen with her index finger.
“I think I’m having more fun than
the kids!”
The Tinkertoy exhibit – on loan
from the Betty Brinn Children’s
Museum in Milwaukee – continues
through May 12.
The exhibit has nine activity stations for children and families to
explore together. Each station helps
guests plan out their Tinkertoy invention through touch-screen technology and hands-on experimentation, as well as learn about advanced
topics such as renewable energy and
clean-water technologies.

“There is more reading involved
in the Tinkertoy exhibit than some
of our other exhibits,” said Fannesse
Britton, museum services supervisor. “It requires a little more parentand-child interaction.”
Some stations include pictures
of made-to-scale creations such as
race cars, windmills and buildings
that challenge visitors to pick up the
pieces and start construction.
The museum issued a challenge of
its own to visitors, both young and
old, asking them to submit pictures
of their Tinkertoy contraptions.
Even though the contest’s deadline was extended once, it eventually was discontinued because of a
lack of interest.
Meanwhile, the Tinkertoy exhibit
draws fans of all ages, which often
happens at the Children’s Museum.
“This museum is not only for the
young,” Britton said, “but also for
the young at heart.”
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| Pigeon sisters provide the
funniest moments in a funny play

THEATER

Continued from Page 1

it’s been missing for quite a while, and
it would be nice to say that it seems new
again. It doesn’t.
People in the audience kept muttering, “I know every line.”
At the same time, it is still universally humorous.
It opens during a poker game presided over by Oscar, who charges the
participants $6 for the “buffet,” which
includes sandwiches that can be described only as either brown or green.
Garbage left over from last week’s
game still hangs, literally, around.
But there is unease among the players. One of them, Felix, has gone missing. Soon it is learned he is near suicidal because his wife of 12 years has
decided to kick him out.
Oscar agrees to let him move into
the bachelor’s pad.
It turns out to be a mistake.
After Felix washes the cards and
dusts the apartment, he serves neat
sandwiches. The poker guys are both
intimidated and threatened. Felix is so
careful that he would wear a seat belt
to a drive-in movie.
The guys invite the cuckoo Pigeon
sisters from the upstairs apartment

down for dinner with hopes of a onenight romance. Disaster happens when
Felix’s carefully nurtured London broil
dries out and he charms the girls by
crying about his family life. Oscar is
not amused.
In fact, Oscar reacts by throwing a
plate of Felix’s gourmet Italian food
against the wall and pronouncing that
“now it is garbage.”
It’s all there in Patrick Mullins’
sometimes broad and never subtle
version.
Sean Haberle is ultra-sloppy in look
and comes near to suggesting the
heartache that is behind Oscar’s bravura. Clark Scott Carmichael seems a
bit young for Felix, but he neatly balances the scale between believable
neatness and offensive over-neatness.
Both guys are likable in their own way.
Things pick up nicely with the arrival of the vacant British girls from
upstairs, Cecily and Gwendolyn Pigeon. They are the classic girls on
the make – teasing but pretending
propriety.
Their visit is the funniest scene in
a funny play.
They prove, maybe, that poker
should not be played in a house with
women (although that’s from another

COURTESY PHOTO

play, Tennessee Williams’ “A Streetcar Named Desire”).
This play is not just a revival of itself but of an entire theatrical era when
Simon ruled supreme with Broadway
hit after hit. It was his one-liner era,
just before he yielded to the pressure
of critics to create characters rather
than one-line gagsters.
His dialogue seems a good deal more
talky than it once did. We can too easi-

ly see him setting up gags for moments
before they are spoken. Maybe the attention span of audiences has changed.
Still, “The Odd Couple” has earned
its place in history via the adulation
of audiences. It remains an American
comedy classic that is not likely to go
away in generations to come.
Mal Vincent, 757-446-2347,
mal.vincent@pilotonline.com

Clark Scott
Carmichael, left,
strikes a good
balance as
Felix. Sean
Haberle hints at
the heartache
behind Oscar’s
bravura.

